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LEITER 


TO HER 


Royal Highneſs 


FROM THE 


BISHOP of WINTON:. 


MADAM, 

a H E relation of Friendſhip I have had 
to Jour Father, (before and ever fince 
You were Born) and the relation of 
Service | have had unto Your Self 
7 ole Ie (ever fince it pleaſed God to ad- 
_ vance you to your preſent Gran- 
deur ) will not ſufter me to be altogerher Unconcerned 
inany Thing, wherein I think Your Highneſs ro be Con- 
cerned very much'; eſpecially in regard of Your Spiri- 
tual and Everla ins condition, in order whereunto [ 
have had the honour ro be more particularly Imploy- 
ed by You for many Years together. 

It was upon this Conſideration, Madam, that in Lent 
laſt I did preſume to acquaint Jour Elighneſ, with a Re- 
port L had met wich 1a many Places, and from ſeveral 
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Perſons,as well within as without the Court ; and ſome 
of them neither Tours, nor Your Fathers Enemies, but 
rather very Well-wiſhers to You both, that Your High- 
ntſs was generally ſuſpected to be at leaft wavering in 
Your Religion, if not totally alienated in Your heart 
fromir. And of this ( beſides the Brags of ſome Pa- 
piſts to that Pan they alledged, ro make the Su- 
ſpicion the more probable, two Reaſons ; of which the 
One wasof Yourabſenting your ſelt from two or three 


| Monthly -Communions together, which you never had 


done ſo much as once formerly : the Other, that in 
matters of —_— both of Opinion, and Practiſe 
betwixt Hs and the Papiſts, Your Highneſs had often, 
and openly declared: Your ſelf in favour of Them a- 
gainſt Us. Which though You might do, ( as I cold 
them I ſuppoſe you did ) by way of Diſcourſe, or for 
Diſpute ſake only ; yet becaule ir was otherwiſe Inter- 
preted and Reported by Thoſe that heard ir, and other- 
wiſe: Believed and Talked of by the Generality of the 
People, eſpecially in and about London, to the very 
great Grief and Trouble of thole that are indeed Your 
Friends, and to the very great Joy and Exultation of 
thoſe that may ſeem perhaps to be your Friends, bur are 
indeed your Mortal Enemies , and have {ufhciently de- 
clared themſelves to be ſo: I could not chule bur let 
Your Highneſs know what | had heard, that | mighc 
have from Your own mouth wherewithall ro ſtop 
Theirs, that were ſo loudly and ſo maliciouſly opened 
againlt You. And ſo I thought I had, when Yeur 
Highneſs was pleaſed to tell me that the Report 1 ſpoke 
of (whomlſoever it came from) was falle and ground. 
lels, 
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leſs. For as to what was laid of your omitting to 
Receive twice or thrice, though it were true in poin: 
of Fat, yet the Conjefure that was made upon it 
hadno Truth init; for it was (as you laid ) an Indi- 
{poſition in your Body, and not any Change in y our 
Mind, that kept you from it, asit ſhall ( ſaid you? ap- 
pear by my receiving of it at Eaſter, which was chea 
near, and when indeed you did receive it; adding, 
that you would not receive the Sacrament , no not lo 
much as once, ( though it were co ſave your lite ) if 
you were not of that Church wherein you did rcceive 
it; ſo that your receiving with us, ( as you ſaid you 
would) the Eaſter following, after ſuch and lo ſolemn 
a Proteſtation as You then made, I could delire no 
greater an Evidence for mine own Satisfaftion, nor no 
{tronger a Proof to convince others, that Your Highneſs 
was (till the ſame you had been always formerly, in 
point of Religion ; and conſequently, enough to filence 
all Diſcourſes, and to Rifle all Reports, whereby Men 
were made to believe or ſuſpeft otherwile of You. Bur 
when after all my Indeavours to that purpole I found 
I could not, I began to Conlider with my elf, and to 
Enquire of others that were your Friends, what might 
be the true Cauſe and Ground of the conffuuance and 
increaſe of thoſe falſe and malicious .74iſreports of You, 
notwithſtanding your own open Profeſſion and Pra- 
fiſe rothe contrary. And we were all of that Opini- 
nion, that it was partly the Malice of your Enemies, 
and partly the Vanity and Artifice of the Romiſh Party, 
and Romiſh Prieſts themaleives. 
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And firſt the Malice of your Enemies, who thinking 
Themſelves to be in Danger, as long as You are Safe, 
and knowing how great an Intereſt you had gotten in 
the hearts of the People, by being {o glorious a Pro- 
feſſer of the Proteſtant Religion, and withall ſo great an 
Ornament and Support to it, and conſequently that ir 
would be a yain and deſperate Attempt to indeavour te 
ruin you in your Perſan, and in your Relations, before 
they had bil ruin'd you in your Reputation and Eſteem 
with the People : they thought ir their ſureſt and their 
readieſt way, and the ſafeſt coo, togive it out, and to 
make it to be believed, that whatſoever you had been 
heretofore, or ſeemed to be now , you were indeed a 
Papiſt, or at leaſt Popiſhly affeted in your heart, and 
would ſhortly declare your {elf ro be ſo. This they 
at firſt gave out in Whiſpers, but ſuch as were to be 
whiſper'd from Ear to Ear, uncil it became the com- 
mon Diſcourſe in. ( offee- Houſes, and conſequently the 
publick Talk of all torts of People in all Places, there- 
by intending ( as much as in them lay) to makeas 
many as were either averſe from Popery , or afraid of 
ir, (which I rake to be 99 Parts in a hundred of the 
whole Nation ) to be as much your Enemies, as they 
were themſelves, and conlequently not to: care what 
ſhould be done to You, or become of You, or of your 
Children. 

Thus the Rebels tole away the hearts of the People 
from the late King of moſt bleſſed Memory, who though 
he was ſo ſincere, and lo zealous a Profeſſor and /ſſer- 
tor of the Religion of the Church of England, that at 
lepgth he became a Martyr for it, yet his Enemies by 
railing 
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railing and ſpreading ſuch malicious and ſcandalous 
Reports againſt him, (as are now raiſed and diſperſed 
againſt You) made the credulous People believe,thac 
he was indeed a Papiſt and intended to bring in Popery : 
upon which account only they raiſed many Thoufands 
againſt him , without whoſe afliſtance they could ne- 
ver have over-power'd and oppreſled him as they did, 
And the Succels they had thereby againſt the Father, 
incouraged them to make uſe of the ſame Engine 
againſt his Son, by giving it out that the KING 
by living ſo long abroad in Popiſh Countries was lo cor- 
rupted in his Religion,that if he were ſuffered to return 
he would bring home Popery along with him. Sothar 
with this groundleſs Fear, 1 tound many very Conſidera- 
ble and very much Intereſted Perſons to be poſſeſt, when 
I was ſent into England, about two months before the 
Kings return; moſt of which time I ſpent in undecei- 
ving all I met with,elpecially the Heads andLeaders 
of the Presbyterian and Independent Parties (who ſeemed 
to be molt afraid of ſuch a Change ) by aſſuring them 
that thoſe Miſreports they had heard of the X IN G 
and his Brothers, were nothing elſe but the malicious 
Inventions of choſe, that were either in fa&, or in 
conſent the Murderers of their Father , and conſequent- 
ly irreconcileable and implacable Enemies unto his 
Children. For (aid I) to my certain Knowledg, who 
was almoſt always an Eye-witnels of their actions, 
the KING and both his Brothers did not only by 
their Profeſſion, but by their Praiſe declare and telti- 
fie themſelves to be true Sons of the ( burch of England 
(even in the midſt of its Enemies) by coming dai! 
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ro our Prayers, and weekly to our Sermons, and frequent- 
ly ro our Communnions. Which I do not now Repeat 
: by way of Boaſting of what I did; for though it was 
al I could do, yet perhaps it was leſs, I am ſure it was 
no morethan I am bound todo. Bur tepeat this, and 
what | ſaid before of the late King, to let your High- 
neſs ſee, how dangerous a thing it is for any of the Royal 
Family to ſuffer themſelves to be traduced to the People 
by any ſuch Reports and Diſcourſes, asnow are made 
of your Highneſs: which certainly ought notto be deſpi- 
ſed.or neglefted, but carefully and ſeriouſly to be en- 
quir'd into, and ſpeedily to be ſuppreſled by a ſevere 
and exemplary Puniſhment of the Athors and Abet- 
tors of them. 

It was very well and wiſely done therefore of our 
reſent Sovereign, { remembring his Fathers Fate and 
the Cauſe of ir) to paſs an Af of Parliament preſently 
after his coming home, whereby, the ſaying that the 
Kg is a Papiſt or that he indeayours to = a, pm Pope- 
ry, 1s made puniſhable in a very high degree. And ir 
is obſervable, that chis AF wherein this Clayſe is , is in 
the Title of it called An At for the ſafety and preſervation 
of the KING S Perſon and Government; thereby im- 
plying that the railing and ſpreading of ſuch Reports, 
muſt needs be very Dangerous, and conſequently, thole 
chat raile or ſpread them very Criminal; as being in- 
deed the greateſt Enemies both of the King and King- 
dom : which though it be moſt true, when luch Reports 
reflet immediately on the KIN G himlelf, yer is 
it in proportion true likewiſe, when any of the Roy- 
al Family are concerned in it. So that they are the Kings 
and 


— _ — — — — 
—— ——— > <—_ ———— 


fromthe Biſhopof Winton. 


— —— 


- and Kingdoms Enemies, as well as Yours and your Fluſ- 
bands, and your Childrens, that were the Authors, and 
are the Abettors of what is ſo generally ſpoken, and 
ſeems to be ſo generally believed of your Royal High- 
neſs in this parcicular : cothe divulging and the belief 
whereof, I do verily think that none have been more 
Active, ner ſo much Inſtrumental, as ſome of the Po. 
iſh Party, and amongſt them eſpecially the Popiſh 
Prieſts themlelves, _- that partly out of Vanity, and 
partly out of Cunning. For, as ſome of our Secular Gal- 
lants do, out of Yanity only, ſometimes boaſt of fa- 
vours, they have received from ſuch or ſuch Women of 
known Honour and Virtue,though they never did nor 
ever durſt ſpeak ſo much asone word to any of Them 
to any ſuch purpoſe, ſo do many of the Clergy Cavaliers 
of the Church of Rome, as vainly vaunt, how Many 
and how Great Proſelytes they have made, and of how 
.many conſiderable Perſons, of both Sexes, they have 
gained from our Church unto theirs ; which though it 
be roo true in too many, yer as to ſome whom they 
molt boaſt of, and would fain have it believed they 
have prevail'd with, ( as particularly and eſpecially 
with your Royal Highneſs) 1 am confident it 1s but a 
vain Brag; and yet [ donotthink 'ris done out of Ya- 
aity only, bur out of Artifice and Cunning allo ; becauſe 
they have good Reaſon to hope, that it they can make 
it to be believed that chey have gained but one (uch 
Proſelyzte as your Highneſs, it would be the moſt ctte- 
tual Means, they can make uſe of, to perſwade 
Others; and conſequently the molt compendious way 
they can take in Order to their main End. | 
| - n 
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In the mean time, it is another notable Effect 
of their Fineneſs and Subtilty, that when They them- 
ſelves have been the Authors and Divulgers of ſuch 
a malicious and ſcandalous Report, and done You 
all the Miſchief they can by ic., than if they find 
Thoſe that are moſt Concerned in it, to be Ala- 
rum'd with it, and to reſent it with that indigna- 
tion as ſo bold and ſo injurious a Pradtiſe ought 
indeed to be reſented withall ; then, I ſay, the nexc 
thing they. do, is by ſuch Inſtruments (as = ne- 
ver want about great Perſons. upon ſuch Occafions ) 
to- perſwade the Parties concerned in ſuch Reports, 
that all the Noiſe which they hear, and which ſeems 
to diſquiet them fo munch , is not from the howl- 
ing of.choſe Wolves, but from the barking of their 
own Dogs, who being as they ſay more atraid than 
hurt, do by giving too ſoon and too loud a Warn. 
ing of. a Danger which they think ro be greater 
and nearer than -it is, rather increaſe than leſſen 
the. Noiſe which was made before, and which per- 
baps would have ceaſed of ir felf, if roo much 
Notice had not been taken, as there was of it. 

And ſuch an Artifice as this ie was to inform-your 
Bins (as ſome body did,) that this Clamour 
againſt your Highneſs from whomſoever it had its 
farſt Rye it had its Grawth from ſome of our Cler- 
£y, and particularly from Me for One; as if I had 
given ſome body or other ſome Cauſe to Believe 
It, and conſequently made it more to be Suſpe- 
cted and Spoken of by others than it was before ; 
which, (as I then ſaid ) I hope there is none knows 
me, 
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me, can think Me (though | was never ſo Wicked) 


to be fo very a Fool, as to believe of me. For 
what End could I have, ( eſpecially having had ſuch, 
and ſo long a Relation to your Highneſs, as I had) 
what End (I ſay) could I have in making your 
Highneſs Believed, or Suſpected to be a Papiſt, unleſs 
it were to make my ſelf to be believed to be a Papiſ 
alſo? and conſequently to be an old arrant Hypo- 
crite ; {ceing I always did, and do, and ever ſhall, 
by the Grace of God, profeſs the contrary, though 
| were to dye at a ak e for ſo doing. No, no, 
Maddam | it was neither I, nor, as [ verily believe, 
any of our Prieſts or Biſhops but as I then ſaid, they 
were ſome of the Prieſts of the Church of Rome, 
that in all probability were both the Authors and 
Abettors of this Scandal: and that I was told no lon- 
ger ago than the night before, by a Perſon of Ho- 
nour and Title, that the very day before he came to 
me, he was told by a Romiſh Prieſt, that your High- 
neſs was already of their Church, and would very 
ſhortly declare your ſelf to be ſo: Whereunto my 
Reply was, that although I did believe his Lord- 
ſhip, yet I did not, and hoped he would not be- 
lieve the Prieſt that told him ſo; becaule your 
- Highneſs had been plealed, ( as 1 told his Lordſhip) 
not long before, to give me all the Aſſurance [ 
could delire to the contrary; with which Anſwer [ 
ſent him away very well ſatisfied; for he came to 
Che!ſey on purpole to enquire of me, whether what 
the Prieſt had newly and confidently told him were 


true or no. And ſo did many other of Quality, 
B 2 both 
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both Men and Women, to whom I gave the ſame. 
Anſwer, and ( as I believe ). with the ſame Su c- 
ceſs. And this is All that either before. or fince 1. 
have done, to Increaſe or Countenance that Report. 

But (as I preſently after informed your Highneſs 
your ſelf) it was nor, nor ever would be in my 
power, nor in the power of any, or of all His or 
Your Highneſſes Friends or Servants, to filence this 
Report , or to hinder the Peo le from giving cre- 
dit to it; unleſs You your ſelt would appear in it, 
and would openly upon all. occaſions declare. your 
Deteſtation offs as of 2a moſt falſe and a moſt ma. 
licious Slander, deviſed and- deſigned by your Ene-. 
mies to do you all the. Miſchief they could , with- 
out any ground. or colour of | raya for .itz and 
that you would not nor could not take them for 
your-Friends, that either did believe it Themſelves, 
or that did not do what they could, that ic might 
not be believed by Others. - For without ſome ſuch 
Proteſtation as this (as I then told | pu Highneſs ) 
ſeriouſly and ſeaſonably Made , and publickly and 
frequently Repeated by You to ſuch Perſons of Qua- 
lity and Intereſt of both Sexes, as came daily to wait 
upon you, I did then, and do ſtill think ic almoſt, 
if not altogether Impoſlible to undeceive the Peo- 
ple, or to make them think otherwiſe than your 
Enemies by their malicious Reports have made them 
to think and to ſpeak of You : though nothing buc 
your own Declaration of your felt ro be as they re- 
port you ( which I hope I ſhall never live to ſee 
or hear of ) ſhall cyer make me believe, chat you 
are 
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are not fill in point of Religion the lame that 1 you 


were when I had the Honour to wait upon you, 
and as I.am ſure You was, when I left you. 
And this I am the rather obliged to believe, be- 


cauſe the laſt time I had any diſcourſe with yow 


Highneſs of things of this nature, you did ſeriouſly 
rm to me, that never any Prieſt of the Church 
of Rome had ever been ſo bold as to enter into any 
diſcourſe of Religion with you. Whereupon when [ 
humbly beſought your Highneſs, that it any of them 
{ſhould be ſo bold at any time afterwards, and you 
ſhould think fic to hear what they could ſay cither 
for their own Church, or againſt ours ; your High- 
neſs would be pleaſed ro command. them to give it 
you in Writing, and that you would be pleaſed to 
ſhew me, or my Lord of Oxford, any ſuch Papers 
or Paper, they ſhould give you to.conſider of, and 
to reply to : the which becauſe You were pleaſed to 
promiſe me you. would do and have never as yet 
done, (not.to Me I am ſure, nor to Him neither, 

for ought I know ) I cannot believe that any.chin 
of that Kind hath been as yet ſaid to you, . at leaff 
not ſo, as to make any Impreſſion in you, and 
much leſs to gain an abſolute Belief from you, that 
there is no Salvation to be had but in the Church 
of. Rome only; and conſequently, that if ever you 
mean to be ſaved, you mult of neceſlity quit our 
Communion, and embrace theirs. I cannot believe 
(1 ſay) that any ſuch Diſcourſe hath as yer been 
made to You, becauſe whatſocyer is talked of by 
Others, 
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Others, you have ſaid nothing Your ſelf to me of it, 
which certainly you would have done, ( if there had 
been any ſuch thing ) having obliged your ſelf by 
promiſe to do fo, and having had ſeveral opportu. 
nicies of ſo doing; eſpecially, when you were plea- 
ſed to honour my Houle at Farnham with your Pre- 
ſence for ſo many days together, where and when 
I did indeed expe You would have ſaid ſomethin 

tro me (according to your promiſe, if there had 
been caule for it ) which becauſe You did not I 
concluded there had been no ſuch Attempt made; 
and conſequently, that there was no need of m 

ſaying any thing to You of it, as if I had doubted 
whether you had or would keep your Word with 


' Andtruly, Madam, though you had made no ſuch 
Promiſe; 1 cannoe but believe that if there had any 
ſuch Scruple been ſuggeſted to you from within , or 
offer'd to you from without , you would have ac- 


-quainted Me or the Biſhop of Oxford, or ſome other 


of our Order or Profeſſion with ic; eſpecially if 
the Doubts or Scruples had been ſuch as you your 
ſelf could not-anſwer. For though God hath given 
you an extraordinary good Underſtanding, yet I am 


Aure, you have not (ſo high an Opinion of it, 2s to 
.conclude, that what You cannot anſwer, is there- 


fore Unan(werable in it ſelf; or that it cannot be 


anſwered by Others ; and particularly by ſome of 


Thoſe, whoſe Profeſſron and Office it is to defend the 
truth of our Church, and the truth of the Doctrine 
that 
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that is profeſs'd in it, and taught by it, againſt all 


Objections that either by Schiſmaticks or Hereticks 
are or can be made againſt it, fo that whatſoever 
they may whiſper in Corners to the contrary, nei- 
ther the One, nor the Other ſhall ever be able to 
prove either that there is any thing neceſſary to be 
Believed or Pratiiſed for the (aving of Souls which 
we do not teach, or that we do teach any thing 
that is deſtructive of Salvation, or which is inconfi- 
ſtent with the Rule of Faith, or Holmeſs of life, which 
was at firſt delivered. by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and 
which was afterwards held by the Primitive Fathers, 
in the moſt antient and pureſt Ages of the Church ; 
and conſequently whatſoever may be pretended, it 
never was nor ever can be proved, bur. that thoſe 
that live and die in the Profeſſion and Pradtiſe of 
what they are taught to believe and to do by the 
Doctrine of our Church, muſt needs be in the right 
way, which will undoubtedly bring them into Hea-. 
ven, if they continue in it. Whereas it they depart 
from it, they will be in a worſe, and in a much 
more dangerous condition than it they had never 
known it. 

For although we have ſo much Charity for ſome 
that live and die in the Belief and Prafiſe of lome 
erroneous Doftrines , and of ſome ſuperſtitious Mſances 
of the Church of Rome ; ſuppoſing they do both the 
one and the ocher out of mvincuble Ignorance , and 
ſuppoſing too, that they would have continued in 
neither, if they had known or ſulpected them to be 


either 
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+Cither erroneous or ſuperſtitious, and conſequently, that 


_ had a preparation of mind to- believe, and pre- 


- Ajſe the. contrary Truths, it they had been made 


known unto them, or rather, if they had not by 


their falſe Teachers been concealed from them : and 


laſtly ſuppoſing likewiſe that as they do aftually and 


particularly repent of all their known ſins, ſo they do 


habitually, or in the general, truly and heartily'repent 
before they .die-of all their unknown ſins allo; or of 


.all ſuch fins of theirs which God knows-to be fins, 
.though they do not; and conſequently of all ſuch 
Errors and Superſtitions as they have ignorantly, and 
-unwittingly , .and unwillingly lived in. Alchough 
,( I ſay.) we have ſo much Charity for ſome that have 
.been born, and lived, and died-'in the Communi- 


on of the Church. of Rome as not to deny upon the 
aforeſaid Suppoſitions they may be Saved, not Be- 


.Cauſe bur Notwithſtanding they lived and di- 
[ed in that Church, which is no more than the Cha- 


rity which _ the ſame ſuppolition they have for 
Us, or for thoſe that live and die in or Church : 
yet we have not, nor cannot have the ſame Hope for 
Thoſe that having been born and bred in our Church, 
.and ſufficiently inſtruted in the Doctrine of it, do 
afterwards become Apoſtates from it, and Proſelytes 
to the Church of Rome, by renouncing thoſe Truths 
.they were taught in the oxe, and profeſling thoſe 
Falſities they are made to believe -in the other : 
for whom ( as I ſaid) we have no ſach hope, nor 


 ndeed any hope at all, unleſs they do actually and 


partl-, 
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M—_ repent of this, as well as of all other their 
own fins, and withall do teſtifie the truth of chat 
Repentance, by returning again unto Us, and b 
asking God and the Church forgivenels for the Sin a- 
—_ the one, and for their Scandal againſt the other, 
y their going away from us, if at Teaſt they have 
time and opportunity to do ir. 
Now this ( according to our Opinion } being the 
difference betwixt thoſe that after the Knowledg and 
Profeſſion of the Truth, go our from us, and thoſe 
that would ( if they had known the Truth ) have 
come over to us, it is manifeſt, that the Charity we 
have for the One, though they live and die in the 
Church of Rome, can be no Motive or Incourage- 
ment for thoſe of the Other ſort to go and live and 
die there, no more than it can be any Warrant for 
a Seund man to go out of an healthy Air and to 
py himſelf in a Peft- Houſe, becauſe there is a w- 
ility that ſome one or a few may nor die of the 
Plague there. And this I do the rather Obſerve, 
becauſe, from this Charitable opinion of ours to- 
wards ſome that live and die in their Communion, they 
uſually infer (as a Preface to their making of Pro- 
ſelytes ) that it muſt needs be much better and ſafer 
to be of Their Religion than of Ours, becauſe we 
confeſs that ſome may be ſaved among Them , bur 
they do all deny there is any Salvation to be had 
amongſt Us. Which if it were true (as indeed ir 
is not) they might from thence inter as well that 
it was better and lafer to be of the Donatiſts Regs, 
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who were condemned Hercticks, than of $5, Ay/tins; 
becauſe that St. Auſtin did nat deny'that ſome a 
the Doxatiſts could be ſaved, bu all. the Donatyts.di 
affirm that none that were nas, pr would nat be Dena- 
4 could be ſaved, Which is.ghg; yery. lame which 
e Papiſts affirm now, and: fog which: ot &5 
well now, as the Donatifis, werothen; be called Here 
ticks; for excluding asthe Done6jſts did all Chriſdians 
but themſclyes, from a capacity or polibility of Salva- 
tion. And why. ſo? beggule- ( torlgoth. ſay they) 
_ there is no Salvation tobe had aut inghe:Cathalich Church, 
and-no man'is of the. Cathabck Ghurdb, thatis goof 
their Church, becauſe the Catholick Chagxch is they Church, 
and their ( burch. is the Cathdligk, Chyxcb;; and conles 
quently, he that, is not ob the one, + 6apnek bs: of: the 
other, And did notithe Donatits lay-le toe ? -and; was 
ic nor for their ſo ſaying that they were prorounced 
Eereticks * And the Bapy/ts.may as-well anditruly, lay, 
that becauſe a man, is notiun Rome, thexetore: he isnort 
in Italy, or, becauſe. hes not.ia.Loydan, therefore; he is 
not in England; or. becaule- this Part; is; not a part of 
that part, therefore it is noza part of; the-whole, which 
they muſt proye before they.can.make any-reaſonable 
man to belieye that we cannobbe Catholicks, unleſs we 
will be Papiſts, or which is all one that.we:cannot be 
Catholicks at all, unleſs we be Reman Catholicks, Where« 
as we-may. be Gatholicks, by ſubmaitring.to the Laws of 
Chriſt contained inthe Goſpel : but we cannot be Ro- 
man Catholicks, but by ſubmicting co the di&tates of the 
Pope, and Popiſh Councils, particularly tothatof Trent 
| and 


from the Biſhop of Winton. 


19 


—_— 


and the Canons thereof, which are many of them no- 
thing akin to the (anon of the Scriptures. For drink ye 
all of this, ſaich che Canon of Scripture, but you ſhall 
not drink all of this, ſaich the Pope and the Canons of his 
Councils; and many other the like Inſtances might be 
given' in other particulars. 

But I forget what 1 was a doing, which was not to 
diſpute wich Them, ill they have been ſo bold as to 
diſpute with You ; which I do all this while ſuppoſe 
they haye not done yer, becauſe you have not yer gi- 
ven me any Intimarion of it, as I am confident you 
would have done, not only becauſe you promis'd you 
would do ſo, but becauſe without any ſuch Promiſe, I 
preſume you would have thought your ſelf concerned 
in pointof Prudente atid Equity, and of Conſcience too, 
having heard what could be ſaid by any of them to 
draw you'from us, - to hear likewiſe whart' could be 
laid by ſome of Us to keep you with us. For to con- 
clude infavour of one ſide without hearing of the other, 
is that which cannot be donecither in Equity-or Conſci- 
ence, though you yourſelf were to gain never ſo much 
by it, whereas in this Caſe if you ſhould be ſurpris'd 
and prevail'd with for want of Adyice or Counſel to aflilt 
you , you might have loſt Your ſelf and your ſoul by 
1t, which is too pretious a Gage, and coſt too dear to 
be hazarded upon Confidence of Ones {trengrh againſt 
ſuch ſubril Gameſters as they are. For what would 
this have beet, bur ro do as Eve did 2 who entring a- 
lone into the Lilts with the Serpent ( though ſhe had 
much more wir than any of her Sex had fince ) ſhe 
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was ealily.foyl'd by him, as perhaps ſhe would nor 
have been, it it had not bcen in the abſence of her Huſ: 
band ; or if after ſhe had heard what the Tempter could 
ſay, ſhe had afterwards ſuſpended, at leaſt her Conſent 
to the Temptation until ſhe had acquainted. the Man 
with it, and heard what he was able to reply to it; 
which becauſe (relying too much upon her own Judg- 
ment ) ſhe neglected to do, we fee ſhe did as much as 
in her lay.to unde, and undo for ever, Herſelf and her 
Husband , and all their Poſterity by. the loſs of all their 
Enjoyments for the preſent, and of all their Hopes for 
the future alſo. So rath and ſo dangerous a thing it is 
for any (though of never ſo great a Sufficiency) to rely 
too much upon Themſelves, when all their Concerns, 
both here and hereafter, are at ſtake. 

And therefore, Madam ! being ſo prudent a Perſon 
as you are,and knowing ſo well as you do,how great a 
Hazard you may run of loſing all that is or ought ts be 
Dear to you, Iam confident, you will not ſuffer your 
ſelf to be diſputed out of your Religion for want of Se- 
cond to aſſiſt you ; which feeing you have nor hitherto 
called for, or made uſe of, I do and muſt conclude, 
that hitherto the Adver/aries of our Church have either 
made no Attempt upon you, or have been rejected 
with Indignation by you. And in this Belict | am more 
and more confirm'd, becauſe you Kill joyn with us in 
the Prayers of the.Church, as having them daily by your 
oawn Appointment read in.your Hearing, which 
though Some perhaps of thoſe that are departed from Us 
with their hearts, may be content to do, in Compliance 


with 
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with ſome preſent worldly Intereſt, yet I am (ure you 
cannot diſpenſe with Your ſelf, nor {uffer Your ſelf to 
be dif =o. with,in any thing of that nature, becauſe 
You your ſelf have told me more than once (even fince 
this falſe Report hath been rais'd of you ) that you 
would not do any thing, whereby you might ſeem to 


be of a Church, or of a Religion which you are-not of \ 


indeed; no, notfor any worldly Conſideration what. 
ſoever.. Which is indeed ({uch an Hrgenuity as well be- 
comes a Chriſtian, eſpecially of your Quality, and ſuch 
as gives me an Aſſurance, that You are ſtill ours ; and 
that you will cantinueto beſo, until You your felf by 
your Words or Actions ſhall declare the contrary, 
which I hope you never. will, and I am ſure you never 
can with a good Conſcience, until you have heard and 
conſidered all that can be ſaid on both fides. For if 
you ſhould do otherwiſe, it will never be believed that 
your leaving of Our Church, wherein you were born 
and bred, ww go ro Theirs, is only out of love tothe 
Truth; oz veci.i\s They, and not We, are in the right 
way to Heaven; (of which without hearing what we 
can ſay for eur way, and againſt theirs, it is hmpoſlible 
for you to judy, ) but from ſome Byas or by-end from 
without ; which becaule I know it is that which you 
abhor ſhould be thought or ſuſpected of you, therefore 


(as I have ſaid often already ) I will not, I cannor be- 


lieve that you have or ever will make any ſuch Change 
without hearing what we have to ſay againſt it; be- 
cauſe that will be not only an 4rgwnent, but almoſt an 
Evidence that ic is from ſome other Motiye, rather 

| than 


A Letter to Her | Royal Highneſs _ 


than Conſcience, becauſe youdid not all you might and 
ought in Conſcience-to have done, to warrant ſuch a 
. Change befoxe you made it; nay, it will be thought, 
and laid, You were afraid:to hear what could' be ſaid 
againlt ir, leſt chereby you might be diverted from it. 

Which. Conſideration I beſeech you ro remember, 
whenlocver there ſhall be, (though Ihope there never 
will be) an Occaſionto make ule of it, yet, in the 
mean time, there being no ſuch Change made yet, 1 
humbly conceive your Higbueſs is obliged in Conſcience 
as well as in Prudence to make ſome ſach Declaration (as 
I befoxe ſpake of ) namely, thatthe Report of your be- 
ing changed in your Religion, or that you intend any 
ſuch Change, orare at all inclined to-ir, is falſe and 
ſcandalous,deviſed and publiſhed by'the Malice of your 
Enemies to make you loſe the Aﬀections of your Friends, 
 and'to alienate the hearts. of, the People from ou and 
from: your Children: and, that: You-never did nor ever 
will give any;jult Cauſe-for-the Belief of ic. 

Some ſuch Declaration I'ſay (as I humbly conceive) 
your Eiighneſs is bound in conſcience,as well as in prudence 
romake,to;preyent ſuch Miſchiefs as the-Conttnuance 
and Increaſe; and Belief of ithis odious Report may 
bring upon,Jou, and upon all your Relations. For al- 
though chat be rue which!you are wontto ſay, thatno 
worldly, either Advantage or Prejudice, is to be conſi- 
dered,when the gaining of the One, or the avoiding of 
the Other: comes-into: Competition with the hazard- 
ing or ſecuring of our fpiricual and everlaſting Inte- 
relt, ot our Soyls; andconſequently, that if you were 

Convin- 
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Convinced there were no Salvation to be had butin the 
Church of Rome, no Conſideration either of Loſs or of 
Danger here in this World you might incur by ic,ſhould 
keep you from it : yer when you are not ſo perſwaded, 
( as [do all this while ſuppoſe You are not ) then 1 
hope you may and ought to do what you can,that you 
may not be believed oruſpected to be ſo; eſpecially 
if it being bur ſufpected 7 ſo,will in all probability 
do You and all that relate to you every whit as much 
Miſchief in the opinion of the People, as if really and 
indeed you were ſo; wherewithall I will conclude. 
Humbly begging your Fighneſſes pardon , for having 

iven you ſo great a Trouble, the rather becauſe con- 
idering my great Age, and conſequently my near ap- 
proaching End, it may be ( beſides my Prayers ) the 
laſt Service that may or can be done by 


Jan. 24. Your Highneſſes 
L670.. 
moſt humble and faithful Servant, 


Geor. W 1NnToON. 


FINIS. 


